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Asia Society Presents





Ning Ying: Railroad of Hope


(2001/53 min./video)





Wednesday, December 10, 6:30 p.m.


(Director Ms. Ning Ying in Person)





�





An astonishing portrayal of an unforgettable train ride taken by thousands of peasants who cross China each 


year, from Sichuan in the west to Xinjiang in the northwest. Often setting foot on a train for the first time, their


bittersweet journey is driven by financial necessity and filial obligation, to earn money by picking cotton.   


2002 Winner of the Grand Prix of Cinema du Reel in Paris. Following the screening, Zhang Zhen, New York 


University, moderates a discussion with the filmmaker with excerpts from Ning Ying's Beijing Trilogy, 


For Fun, On the Beat, and I Love Beijing.  Thanks to Margaret Mead Film and Video Festival.





Ning Ying was born in Beijing.  She studied at the Beijing Film Academy and in 1981 she received a 


scholarship to the world renowned Centro Sperimentale di Cinematographia in Rome.  She was chosen as an 


assistant director for Bertolucci’s The Last Emperor.  In 1992 her film For Fun gained worldwide recognition, 


garnering prizes at the Berlin International Film Festival, Tokyo International Film Festival and the Festival 


of 3 continents in Nantes, France.  For Fun is part of her ‘Beijing Trilogy’ which portrays the changes in post 


Mao Beijing and its people during the fast paced 1990s. She has served as juror for the Berlin International 


Film Festival and has made several shorts for UNICEF on important social issues in China.





Press Reviews for Railroad of Hope


The Jerusalem Times:…”the content and the emotions are such that the spectator is speechless at 


the end of the film.  The filmmaker succeeded in extracting the emotions of the people on the train.”





Far Eastern Economic Review: “The concept of Ning Ying film is brilliantly simple…But the 


beauty of the documentary is in the subtext.  What Ning captured on video resonates more deeply 


than she perhaps ever intended.”





Zhang Zhen is Assistant Professor of Cinema Studies at New York University.  She is a film scholar, curator, 


translator and poet.





Asia Society and the Harvard University Asia Center are cosponsors of the Harvard-Asia Society Fellows


Program for emerging leaders in China and India.  Begun in January 2001, the purpose of the Fellowship is 


to develop and expand the relationships of Indians, Chinese, and Americans in academia, government, 


cultural affairs and other fields of common interest.  Fellows are based at Harvard University where they 


have access to a full range of University offerings.  In addition, Asia Society organizes professional meetings 


for the Fellows in New York City, Washington D.C., and elsewhere according to their interests, which cut 


across a wide spectrum of issues, from environmental concerns to finance. Current Fellows are filmmakers 


from both China and India.  Asia Society and the Asia Center also encourages Fellows to actively participate 


in Asia Society public programming. 





The Harvard-Asia Society Fellows Program is funded by John and Polly Guth
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